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Minutes of the Soil Stabilisation Task Group Committee
Meeting held at Haywards Heath, on Tuesday 29th July 2008
Present:
Alastair McDermid
AMcD
Beach Stabilisation (Chairman)

David Jones
DJ
Britpave

Chris Clear
CC
British Cement Association

John Ferguson
JF
Balfour Beatty

Steve Foster
SF
British Lime Association

Ian Gibb
IG
The Concrete Centre


Alan Hall
AH
Lagan Construction


Simon Harding
SH
Con-Form


Hedley Greaves
HG
Tarmac Buxton Lime


Denis Higgins
DH
CSMA

Gwil Neal
GN
British Lime Association (observer)


Craig Notman
CN
Material Stabilising Company
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for Absence
Alex Kidd, Andy Thorpe, Graham Davey, John Bateman, Lindon Sear, Paul Edwards, Yue Huang.
Chris Clear and John Ferguson had sent apologies for the previous meeting and were missed from the list on the last minutes.


	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as full and correct.

	

	3
	Matters Arising not covered elsewhere
DJ contacted Gerry Howe at SPA to see if the Recycling Committee should be continued.  No further meetings are arranged.  Craig Notman (CN) will contact the original group members and arrange the next meeting.

	CN

	4
	Health & Safety
There has been a fatality on a Costain job on the M25.  This was attributed to one of those involved being on a mobile phone.  Many sites now ban mobile phones.

SF has circulated a short bullet point safety guide for the delivery and receipt of bulk pressurised powders into spreaders and on-site silos.  Comments were received and version 2 will be circulated for comment.
Best Practice Safety Guide - AMcD, JF, CC, SF, SH, CN
A separate working group will be formed to set minimum standards for safety on stabilisation works.

An SSTG safety statement will be produced, together with a pocket guide.

Both Con-Form and Beach have regular on site safety audits and Con-Form aim to have achieved ISO 18001 by the end of 2008.

DJ is to conduct a survey of SSTG members to confirm whether they are registered to the following:

ISO 9000   - Quality standard
ISO 14001 - Environmental standard

ISO 18001 - Safety standard

Investors in People - Training

This information may then be listed on the website.


	SF

AMcD

DJ

	5
	Membership
5.1 Update
Barton Plant have applied to join Britpave and will be involved from the next meeting onwards.

DJ to contact McArdle and confirm their new Britpave representative.  It was suggested that it may be Alan Noonan.

Material Stabilising Company are part of MST, who are already a member.  They will be listed separately as a Contractor on the website.


	DJ
SF

	6
	Subgroup Reports
The following changes need to be made to the meeting agenda:

Chairman initials for the Technical R&D Committee are DH

Chairman initials for the Recycling Committee are GH

6.1 Promotions Committee - SF Chairman
Website : www.soilstabilisation.org.uk    
See separate minutes. 

The following marketing initiatives were agreed:

CC is to submit the Stabilisation (cement, GGBS and lime) quarterly figures as collected by the QPA to DJ, who will then circulate them to the SSTG members.

6.2 Remediation & Contamination Committee - CC Chairman

CC circulated “Model Planning Conditions for Development on Land Affected by Contamination” document (30 May 2008).
6.3 Technical R&D (including HA update) Committee - DH Chairman
Craig Notman, Paul Edwards, John Ferguson, Hedley Greaves and John Boyle.

CN’s research into the comparison of the soaked CBR test with the European swell test should be published by Scott Wilson in early August 2008.

CN commented that “ BS 1924 should not be used as a green light for soaking / swell test measurements” and that BS 13286 top of specimen measurements should be used.  CN also stated that he was “not confident in the CBR test as a red / green light for stabilisation of sulphate bearing ground”
CN added that ground containing 2% total potential sulfates requires multiple tests to confirm its’ suitability.  Ensure that HA 74/07 is used (not the previous version), plus testing to BS 13826 part 49 / 51 for soils.  For pavement layers, use series 800.

It was reported that the HA had requested that Oxford clay should be stabilised on a recent job.  The group discussion that followed questioned this decision, given its’ potential for sulfate related problems.
The SSTG Technical, R & D Committee will meet to discuss the Scott Wilson report and review the SSTG “Stabilisation of sulfate bearing soils” technical guidelines.

A meeting with the HA is to be sought to discuss the implications of the report.  To this end, Alex Kidd is to be invited to the next Technical, R & D Committee discussion.
HA update – No update given, no HA attendee.  This was discussed and it was agreed that the group would try to encourage HA attendance by holding future meetings at convenient locations for HA.
6.4 Recycling of Existing Pavements Committee - GH Chairman
As per item 3, DJ contacted Gerry Howe at SPA to see if the Recycling Committee should be continued.  No further meetings are arranged.  Craig Notman (CN) will contact the original group members and arrange the next meeting.

JF commented that new guidelines mean that recycled tar can only go to waste.  Bitumen is still ok to be recycled.

6.5 Best Practice Safety Guide - ?? Chairman

New Committee


	CC, DJ
CN

	7
	Britpave Conference

Britpave Conference to be held at the Holiday Inn, Stratford on 29 / 30 Sept, 2008

Paul Edwards of Scott Wilson has a potential presentation on the low strength HBM work done for the HA.


	

	8
	Any Other Business

CN - The members present discussed the Contractors audit scheme.  A further discussion and decision regarding the Contractors audit scheme (or whatever minimum working standard system can be agreed) will take place at the next Main committee meeting.  Beach, Con-Form, Independent Stabilising, Smith Construction and Material Stabilising Company have all indicated their commitment to proceed with the scheme.
DJ - A sustainability working group will be formed.  Tony Parry (Nottingham University) and Alex Lake (Faber Maunsell) have agreed to come to a future meeting to discuss sustainable construction issues.
IG - 70 attendees at The Concrete Centre London seminar and only 11 at the Manchester event.


	ALL

	9
	Date of next meeting
Next Main committee meeting 10am on 21st October 2008 at University of Nottingham, Building 35, Conference room on floor C.
Next Promotions committee meeting 2pm on 21st October 2008 at University of Nottingham, Building 35, Conference room on floor C.
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